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L. ~i~ ~ DE~~M~E~ 1“~:~~, ACTING J3MI PRE51DE~JT KUNiIj LEMARI SENT
TO AD:41RAL HLir.lTINGTON HARDISTY A !:ETTER REOUESTIiiG CINCPAC

ASSISTANCE Ihl ARRANG1N12 FOR THE-DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY TCI
EFFECT DECUNTAMINA710N :IF- RUiiIT 12LAND IN ENZ!4ETAK ATIILL. THE
TEXT IS REf’RULLIC&i) EELON.

.
:< . lJLl~ITE. DEAR ADMIRAL HARDISTY: I AM WRITING TCI REQUEST YOUI?
ASSISTANCE IN ARRANGING FOR THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY TO
COMPLETE THE CLEANUP CIF RUNIT ISLAND AT ENE14ETAK ATOLL.

JENEMETAK ATOLL WAS ONE CIF T!AU MAJOR TEST FACILITIES IN THE
MARSHALL ISLANDS UTILIZED 13Y THE Ut~!ITED STATES IN THE 1940S AND
1’750S FtJR TESTING NUCLEAR MEAFOiV2. IT IS MY Ut4DERSTAi4DING THAT
THE 2DIL IN GNE AREA CIF RU141T ISLAND REMAINS D.\t4GEROUSLY
CCINTAMINATED !dITi+ THE RADICIACTIVE ELE?tENT PLUTOtJ!UIM. THE
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C(INTAMINATICIN IS AT SUCH A LEVEL THAT ~fFFICIALs Or THE Uh!ITED
STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY HAVE ADVISED THE RESIEENTS OF
ENEWETAK ATCILL THAT RUtdIT ISLAND MUST REMAIN CITF LIMITS INTO
THE INDEFINITE FLITURE.

\

RECENTLY, HOWEVER? IT HAS COME TO MY ATTE//TION THAT AN
EFFECTIVE t4XriIhlG TECHN:2LOGY HAS EEEN DEVELDPED DY T}{E EEFENSE
NUCLEAR A5Et4C”f FOR EXTR,ACTIN5 F’LUT13NXUM FROM SOIL AF!12 T}iA.7 SUCH
A TECtiNOLOSY IS MOP BEING USEI) AT JOl+FiSTOtl ATOLL, MI{ICt+, LIKE
$iiJNIT IS L.ANIJ. NAS CCIFdTAMINATED NITI{ F’LUTONUIN DLiRI;J6 T:IE CGUR’3E
2F TEE,TiNG NUCLEAR !4EAFIINS. IT 15 T\{E REQUEST OF MY GOVER’;IHEN”:
THAT, :lrjcE Tt+E CUA;JtJp HAS BEEN COMPLETED AT JIIHr,ISTI:IN ATCILL,

THE PLUTONItiM MINING FLA?iT GE REASSEMBLED AT RL!t!IT ISL.ANE1 ,APiD
TiiAT THE EECONTAMXNATIGN OF THAT ISLAti!D BE cliMF’LETEU.

A’3 A CONSEQUENCE OF THE CLEANUP HAVING BEEN LEFT INCOMPLETE,
THIS MAJIIR IGLAND IN ENE!4ETAK ATOLL REMAINS UNINHABITABLE.
SEVERAL YEARS AGO, THE PEOPLE OF ENEWfZTAK RESUMED FiEEiIDENCC AT
ISLANDS Ibl THE SOUTHERN HALF OF ENE14ETAK ATOLL. THEY ARE ““
CURRENTLY CCINSIDERING RESETTLING ENJEB1 ISLAND IN THE NORTHERN
PfJi%TICN OF THE ATCILL AND THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS
PRC~VIDED A TRUST FUND TII FINANCE THE RESETTLEMENT AND REF’LAfJTINEi
OF ENJEBI ISLAND. ACCORDING T9 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY REPORTS, RUNIT ISLAND REMAINS THE ONLY MAJOR ISLAND THAT
HAD TRADITIONALLY SERVED AS THE RESIDENCE OF EtlE14ETAKESE PEOPLE
At4D THAT IS STILL UNXNHAEITAELE--- I ASK YtNJ MAKE ARRANGEt;Et4TS
211TH THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY TC RESTORE Tt+E ISLAND TO
HAIlITA131LITY.

.
I 14nULD FURTHER NCITE THAT THE WASTE DISPOSAL SITE FCIR PLUTUNIUM
CI)NTAMINATED SCIIL FROM THROUGHOUT ENEi4ETAK ATOLL IS LOCATED ON
RUNIT ISLAND. THE CONTAMINATED SOIL klAS DEP12SITED IN A BOMB
CRATER AND COVERED BY A CONCRETE DOME. THE HASTE DISPOSAL SITE
IS SAFELY S}!IELDED AND IS REGULARLY MnNIToRED E’f THE @EpAfiTMENT
OF ENERGY. THIS AREA HDULD HAVE TO REMAIN A RADIOLOGICAL
CLINTROL AREA AND S}IOULD HE FENCED IN 12EFORE RUNIT ISLAND IS

RESETiLED OR U5ED FCIR THE CULTIVATION OF FOOD CRCIPS. I AM
INFORMED THAT RUNIT ISLAND REMAINS OFF-LIMITS Ta THE
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EN~~lE~~~;E~E , t;CIT 2ECALISE CIF TliE DISFOSAL SITE, 13UT 13ECAUSE THE
EEFEifSE NULLEAF( AGE;.j~”’l 121D NET QUITE FINISI+ UP ITg CLEANUP JOE
TEN YEARS AGCi.

NOW Tt\AT AN EFFECTIVE TEC1-iNOL’3GY HAS BEEN FOUND TCI RE1411VE
PLUTONIUM FRC!M THE SCIIL UF CCIRAL ATOL”LS, I REQUEST THAT THE
CLEANUF EE COMF’LETED AT RUNIT IN Tt;E NEAR FUTURE. THE FEOrLE
:~lF T}iE KARSIIALL ISLANDS S!{ALL EE MOST GRATEFUL FOR YCIUR H’ELP IN
CCNVEYI!.!G Tt:IS RKCLIEST TL THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY.
SINCERELY YOURS. (Z16rlEE) KIJblIO D. LEMARI, ACTING F’I?EZIDENT.
E?JD QUOTE.

4. ON RECEIVING TtlE RKQIJE’;T FROM ACTING F’RESIDEt4T LEMARI,
P.EMIRAL HARDISTY REFZR.RED Ti{E RC12UEST TCl AMEMEAS5Y MAJURO E’{
MEAN2 OF (REF Il. THE T:)(T OF REF- E WAS CONVEYED TO PRESIDE!41
Ai%ATA KAEUA IN A EIT’LC!NATIC NOTE 11.ATED 5 JANUARY 1990.

~~”~isE”rii~~:iii”Sti’N : I IJOULC APPRECIATE YOUR PERSCINAL
EVALUATICIN CIF THE P17ESIDENT’S 7EQUE5T AND YCIUR VIEWS ON THE
TECHh!ICAL RECIUXREMEt!TS ?0 RZ2FOt4D TO IT.

/

6. E?I13ASSY REQUESTS Ti+AT OTHER COGNIZANT AGENCIES COCIRDIFIATE WITH
DIRECTCIR DNA TO DETERMINE THE BEST MEANS OF COMPLETING THE
DECOFiT.AKIIJA.TIQF~ ~3F :Ut!IT ::LANI;,

7. ccl;flMErqT . TtiE AFTEF\A1:FECTS C;F TklE NUCLEAR TESTlt/L p~;!zg;;AEl
REMAIN SENSITIVE F’CLITIC.AI. A,~lD ilL!M.Ar;ITAF{IAN ICS:_l~~ IF! T}{E RNI.
THE DEPARTMENT OF EffERCY’S RECENT i)EC121CtN To REEXAMINE THE
SAFETY OF RONGELA? ATCILL EAR?!EI) !41DESPREAD FAVClRA13LE CONMEFIT IN
MARSHALLESE PCILITICAL CIRCLES AtJD IN T}!E LOCAL PRESS. SIMILAR

. ATTENTION DEvOTErI TC RUNIT ISLAND klCIUi.D LIKEiAX2E PROVE ‘“
BENEFICIAL FRC!M PliLITICAL AND HUMANITARIAN STANDPOINTS. END
CUNMENT. THCIMSEN
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